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GENERAL EDITORIAL

The Bharatiya J@snapitha is a preeminent academic
Institute of our country. It has achieved, during the last quarter
of a century, quite worthy results in the form of learned
publications in Sanskrit, Pali, Prakrit, Apabhrarha, Tamil and
Kannada. Most of them are equipped with critical Introduc-
tions embodying original researches which shed abundant
light on many a neglected branch of Indian literature. The
number of these publications is nearly one hundred and fifty,
included in the Mirtidevi and M#nikachandra Granthamalss.
Most of these works are brought to light for the first time, and
thus some of them are rescued from oblivion. It has also
published in its Lokodaya and Riagirabhiratt Granthamilis
nearly 350 titles in Hindi comprising almost all the literary
forms like novels, poems, short stories, essays, travels,
biographies, researches and critical estimates etc. Through
these literary pursuits the JfiZnapitha aims at giving impetus
to creative writings in modern Indian languages., By their
quality as well as by their apperance the Jfiznapitha publica-
tions have won approbation and appreciation everywhere.

The Jfiznapitha gives, every year, an award to the out-
standing literary work in the various recognised languages of
India which is chosen to be the best creative literary writing
of the specific period; and its author gets a prize of one lakh
of rupees at a festive function.

The Jiianapitha, which is so particular about the publica-
tion of ancient Indian literature and also in encouraging the
progress of modern Indian literature, cannot but take into
account the forthcoming 2500th Nirvina Mahotsava of
Bhagavin Mah&vira, one of the greatest sons of India and one
of the outstanding humanists the civilised world has ever
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produced. Naturally, the Jianapitha, among its various plans
to celebrate the occasion, has undertaken the publication of
the biographies of Mahavira composed by earlier authors in
different languages, wherever possible even along with Hindi
translation etc.

The late lamented Dr. Hiralal Jain was requested to
compile the biography of Mahavira from Apabhrarhéa sources.
He has done it so ably, and has also given its Hindi transla-
tion. It is being presented here along with his learned
Introduction in Hindi, a digest of which in English is being
included here in this General Editorial,

This volume gives the life and teachings of Mahavira
mainly on the basis of Samdhis 95-108 of the Tisatthi-
mahapurisa-gupilamkaruy or Mabapuragu of Puspadanta in
Apabhrarmfa and supplemented by some sections from the
Kahskosu of $ricandra ( along with Hindi Translation ). The
Mahzpuripu is the earliest work in Apabhraméa which
deals with the life of Mahavira. It was composed by Puspadanta
at Manyakheta (mod. Malkhed ) during the reign of the
Rash¢rakita king, Krsnardja IIL, The author tells us that he
started composing it in the Siddhartha year and completed it
in the Krodhana year which corresponds to Saka 887 or 965
A.D.

It would be intercsting to list the topics covered in this
biography in the order of the cantos reproduced here, Cantos
93-97 describe the cvents from the birth of Mahavira to his
attainment of omniscience. Subsequent cantos cover the
biography of Candana, the first Gagini, who headed the
Samgha of Acryikas (98); the earlier births of Jtvamdharamuuni
(99); renunciation of Jambisvimin (100); the tale of Pritimkara
(101); and the Nirvana of Mahavira (102).

The episodss of Jivamdhara and Pritimkara have no
connaction with the historical record of Mahavira’s career, and
hence they are altogether dropped. The rest of the detailes have
been trimmed to a shorter version. Thus are presented ina
continuous form the career of Mahavira (Samdhis 1-3), that
of his Gagadhara disciple ( Sam.4), and that of Aryaks
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Candana (Sam. 5), quite in an independent form.

érenika Bimbissra, king of Magadha, was a contemporary
of Mahivira; and it is belived that the entire Jaina Puripic
literature is the outcome of his questions to Mah#ivira and his
Gagadharas. But the Mahapuripu ‘gives no information
about him, about his cheif queen Celani who was a great
devotee of Mahavira and about the renunciation of the sons of
Srenika. So all this has been supplied in Samdhis 6-11 drawing
the material from Srfcandra’s Kahikosu, Samdhis 50,12,13,
14,3 and 49, And then the contents stand thus in this text :
Cilataputra who ruled Magadha before Sregika ( Sam. 6 );
Srenika secures the kingdom, develops firm faith in religion, and
passes through the test etc. (Samdhis 7-9); necessary details
about his sons, Virisepa (Sam. 10) and Gajakumaira (Sam. 11).
Sricandra composed his Kahakosu ( Ahmedabad 1969 ) some-
time about Samvat 1123. This compilation would remain
incomplete without the religious sermons of the Tirthakara.
The contents of the 12th Samdhi here are drawn from the
Mahapurigu, Samdhis 10-12. Though the number of Samdhis
has reached a dozen here, they are comparatively short; and the
total number of Kadavakas is just 71. The Kadavakas too are
not very long. Ithas been the effort of the Editor-compiler
that within a short time the reader should get a clear-cut
picture about Mahavira and about the contemporary political
conditions and also appreciate the style and poetic gifts of the
great poet, Puspadanta. The Introduction helps the reader to
understand the events and the lives of great men in the
perspective of literary traditions.

The Apabhram$a text is presented with short hyphens be-
tween words in a compound expression, so that the reader can
easily make out the meaning. Sometimes the readings are
improved, and short Zand 8 are duly indicated, The Hindi
translation is sufficiently literal without violating the idiomatic
usage. The techinical terms and obscure expressions are duly
explained. Taking into account the alternative possibilities the
title Vira.jipimda-cariu was accepted for this compilation; and
it is hoped that the readers will welcome it,
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1. BACKGROUND OF MAHAVIRA'S
TIRTHAKARAHOOD

Bhagavan Mahavira is a Tirthakara in Jainism, According
to Jaina historical tradition, he is neither the first promulgator
of Jainism nor the last for all the time to come.

There have been Tirthakaras from beginningless time, and
they will be there in future too. There would be specialities
of the Dharma preachad by them to suit the time; and, at the
same time, there would be consistent continuity of the same,
The first Tirthakara of the present age is Rsabhanitba. He
is mentioned, asa rule, not only in all the Jaina Purapas,
but also in ancient scriptures of India like the Rgveda etc.
in different contexts. ( Rgveda 10, 102, 6; 10, 136; 10, 166;
2,33. Bhaga. Puripa 4, 6. Vispu-purana 3, 18 etc. The
mention of Vrsabha, Keét and Vataragana Digambara monks
deserve special attention, The lives of twentyfour Tirthakaras,
beginning with Rsabha and ending with Mahavira are descri-
bed in due detailsinthe Jaina Puripas. (Samavayangasiitra
246 ff, Kalpasitra, Hemacandra's Trisasti-§alaka-purusas
carita. Tiloyapagpnatti, Mahadhikara 4. Jinasena’s Adipurapa.
Gugabhadra’s Uttarapurapa. Pugpadanta’s Mahapurigu
( Apabhram$a ). As though to maintain uniformity and to
express common spirit of religious, doctrinal and philosophical
ideology, the series of Mahavira’s earlier births are linked with
Rsabhadeva. Bharata, son of Rsabha, was the first Cakravar-
tin; and it is from him that our country got the name
Bharatavarsa. Thisis unanimously accepted in all the Vedic
Purapas. ( Bhagavata-purapa 5,4,9; 11, 2. Vispu-puriga
2, 1, 31. Vayu-purapa 33, 52. Agnipurana 107, 11-12.
Brahmianda-puripa 14, 5, 62. Liagapur3pa 1, 47, 23, Skanda-
purapa-Kaumara-khanda 37, 57. Markagdeya-purana 50, 41.
In these sources it is clearly mentioned that it is from Bharata,
the sonof Rsabha, that this country got the name Bharata-
varsa ). This very Bharata had a son Marici by name. Even
this prince Marici represented the soul of a hunter, who, giving
up his usual profession of killing animals, had accepted the
vow of Ahirhs3, i, e., absteniton from harm unto living beings,
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He had taken dikss, i, e., renunciation, from Rgabbadeva; but
he could not carry out the severe practices of a monk pres-
cribed to him by the first Ttrthakara, so he ceased to maintain
the status of a monk. He possessed, however, the potential
seed of religion and consequent incentive for its pursuit. He
passed, therefore, through various births of gods and men; and
he was born, at last, as the Tirthakara Mahavira. Thus it
will be easily seen that the spiritual heritage of Mahivira, the
last Tirthakara, stands firmly linked with Rsabhadeva, the
first Tirthakara, ( Mahapursipa ( Sanskrit) Parvan 74.
Mahapuragu { Apabhrarnéa ) Sapdhi 95. )

The succession of Tirthakaras does not .come to an end
with Mahavira, Mahavira had a disciple in one of the then
kings of India, Srenika Bimbasara, in whom he invested the
seed of religion, Though Srepika was destined to go to hell on
account of his past sins, still, like Marici, he would, in hisnext
birth, head a new series of Tirthakaras of the future :in fine,
he would be born as Mahzpadma, the first of the twentyfour
Tirthakaras of the future. Thus, taking an over-all view, the
fact stands firmly founded in the Jaina tradition that just as
Mahavira, as a historical person, is the last Tirthakara of the
pre-Purdgpic tradition, he is, as well, the first to inauguratg a
new succession of Tirthakaras. ( Mahapuriga ( Sanskrit )
76, 471-77. )

2. LIFE OF MAHAVIRA : BIRTH AND BOYHOOD

The biography of Mahavira found in Jaina literature may
be presented thus in short, Mahavira was born in a royal
family of Ksatriyas. His father was SiddbArtha and his
mother, Priyakaripi or Trifaladevi, Siddhartha’s Gotra was
Kadyapa, and the paternal Gotra of Tridala too is mentioned
as Vafistha. Trifala was the eldest daughter (and according to
anofher tradition, sister ) of king Cetaka of Vaifalt. Mahavira
spent his childhood and boyhood in such caresses and taking
such education as were commeon in contemporary royal
families. Among his sports of boyhood, there is even a trad-
itional story that he brought under  control a terrific serpant.
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Consequently and symbolic of this feat of bravery, he got the
title Mahavira and Viranstha, This episode reminds one of
Krspa overpowering the serpant Kiliya. (Mahapurapa (Sanskrit)
74, 288-95. Mahipuranu (Apabhrméa ) 96,10,10-15. Bhagavata-
puripa, Dafama-skandha. )

3. MAHAVIRA’S PENANCES

Mahzavira accepted renunciation at the age of thirty. Tt
means that he left home, retired to the park, Jadtrkhanda-
vana, close to Kupdapura, and relinquished his ornaments and
clothes, He pulled out his hair by his hands, observed fast
for three days, and then plunged himself into meditation,
After some time, he started touring various parts of the
country. He lived in gardens and parks; but, as required by
the rules of his vows and fasts, he entered a town or a village
once in a day and accepted the food offered to him. Ina
standing or squatting posture, and with his eyes fixed on the
tip of nose, he spent his time in meditation and in reflecting on
the Atman and in cultivating the attitude of equanimity
towards one and all. His routine involved not even a trace
of violence to living beings, not to deprive others of evena
blade of grass belonging to them, not to speak lie even
remotely, not to entertain any sex appetite, even in mind, and
not to have any possession of worldly goods. These were his
five Great Vows. Along with the practice of these negative
vows or restraints, he got himself habituated to endure with
peace and patience all such physical and mental tortures
known as parisaha, like hunger, thirst, cold, heat, mosquito-fly
bites etc. which, naturally, a monk, who has no home, no
shelter, no clothes on body and no worldly provisions, has to
face.

4, MAHAVIRA’S OMNISCIENCE

Mahavira spent twelve years as an ascetic, practising these
various austerities. One day, while he was seated, plunged in
meditation, close to the village, Jrmbhaka by name, on the
bank of the river Rjukula, omniscince or all-knowlege (which
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has no limitations of time and space) dawned on him. In simple
terms it means that he got satisfactory solutions for all those
problems and questions, connected with the life aad the
universe, which occur to any inquisitive soul. He fully
comprehended the Six Substances (dravya) and Seven Principles
(tattva) whereby gets explained the nature of all the objects and
their activities. The 8ix Dravyas are : Jiva, Pudgala, Dharma,
Adharma, Akasa and Kala; and the Seven Tattvas are: Jiva,
Ajiva, Asrava, Bandha, Sarhvara, Nirjari and Moksa. The
very basic principle of life is Jiva or the Atma-tattva which is
different from matter; it is characterised by comsciousness and
is capable of cognising itself and others; and it is immaterial
and eternal. But it is found conjoined with matter, accommoda-
ted in the body, assuming various forms of life and wandering
through different lives (in the transmigratory career). All the
concrete objets, perceptible by sense-organs, from the primary
atom to the Mahaskandha, are different forms of Pudgala.
Dharma and Adharma are such subtle, unssen and immaterial
principles as serve the mediums of motion (Dbarma) and rest
(Adharma) for the Jivas and Pudgalas. Akaéa or space gives
location and accommodation to all other substances; while
Kala, or time, marks their present state, their changes, and
gives rise to the notions of earlier and later. This is an exposi-
tion of the principles or realities that constitute the universe,
One has to understand the Seven Tattvas in order to grasp
the phases of happiness and misery to which the soul is sub-
jected here and how it can evolve itself to its pristine purity,
enlightenment and freedom after removing its foreign shackles,
Jiva (life) and Ajiva (non-life) are the basic constituents or
principles of the universe. Their mutual contact is Asrava or
Karmic influx, It is this contact which results into such
bondage (or Karma-bandba as it is called) as eclipses the pure
nature of Atman and suppresses its inherent qualities of Jfizna
and Darfana (knowledge and perception), The hindrance to
and stoppage of Karmic bondage of the Atman through self-
restraint and other virtues is known as Samvara, It is throungh
the practice certain vows and pemances that the stock of
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Karmic bondage is worn out and exhausted :this is called
Nirjara. When this process of exhausting the Karmic bondage
is completed and the Jiva attains its pure nature, it becomes
Mukta or Liberated; and is said to have attained Nirvipa,
Thus it is seen that this comprehensive exposition of Jiva and
Ajiva covers the field of physics and ontology; Asrava and
Bandha cover psychological analysis; the discussion about
Samvara and Nirjara pervades moral and ethical code; and the
nature of Moksa depicts the highest ideal of life and spiritual
evolution, Kevala-jfiana includes the subtle and compiehensive
nature of the entire field of knowledge.

5. MAHAVIRA : HIS RELIGIOUS SERMONS

After attaining omniscience, lord Mahzavira came to
Rajagrha, the capital of Magadha, and took a worthy seat on
the mount Vipulicala. The audience-hall and pendal were
constructed; and the royalty and the subjects flocked to him
to hear his religious sermons. He propounded to the audience
the principles noted above and also the Ayguvratas for the
laity and Mahavratas for the monks whereby the blissful ideal
of life can be reached.

6. LITERATURE BASED ON THE TEACHINGS
OF MAHAVIRA

Lord Mahavira had eleven chief disciples such as Indrabhati,
Gautama, Sudharma, Jambt etc.; and they were known as
Ganadharas. They have incorporated all his teachings in twelve
Angas, which are as below :

1. Acaranga—It presents the rules and regulations on the
life of a monk. Its place in Jainism is something like the
Vinayapitaka in Buddhism.

2. Satrakrtanga—It sets forth Jaina doctrines as well asa
resume and discussion of the contemporary creeds like
Kriyavada, Akriyavada, Niyativada etc. ‘

3. Sthananga—Here certain topics and their subdivisions
are enumerated according to their numbers. For instance,
Darfana, Caritra, Samaya, Prade§a, Paramigu etc. are one.
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Kriys is of two kinds : Jiva-kriyz and Ajiva-kriya. Further
Jiva-kriya is of two kinds : Samyaktva-kriya and Mithysatva.
kriys. Likewise Ajtva-kriy is of two kinds : Irygpathika and
Samparayika etc.

4, Samavayanga—Here certain topics are discussed accor-
ding to the number of their divisions and subdivisions as in
the Sthananga, But here the number is not limited to ten only
as in the Sthananga, but reaches even hundred and thousand.
Thus the nature of both these Arigas resembles the Anguttara-
nikaya of the Tripitaka.

5. Vyakhyz-prajfiapti—This discusses topics of Jaina
philosophy and ethics in the form of questions and answers.

6. Nayadhammakaha—Usually this title is rendered into
Sanskrit as Jhztr-dharma-kathsi; and itis taken to indicate
that this work contains religious tales narrated by Jfiatr-putra
Mahavira. But it is equally possible that the Sanskrit form
of this Prakrit title originally stood as Nyaydhrma-kathi. And
it possibly contained Nyayas or short maxims of worldly
wisdom and morality duly illustrated by tales : such a surmise
of its possible contents need not be surprising.

7. Upasakidhyayana—In this work were explained the
Vratas or Vows of the Upzasakas, or lay followers, the house-
holders or Sravakas through the biographies of such of them
as followed them. Thus this Anga can be called a supplement
to the first Anga, namely, the Acaringa, which expounded the
rules for monks.

8. Antakrt-dada—According to Jaina terminology Antakrt
are those monks who attain Nirvana after putting an end to
this Sarhsara by practising severe penances and patiently
bearing various troubles. It appears that such ten monks were
described in this Anga,

9. Anuttaraupapitika-dads—Anuttara is a name for those
higher heavens in which highly merited souls are born. From
there they take only one birth as man; and then, by observing
the necessary religious practices they attain liberation in the
same birth. In this Adga were given the biographies of such
ten great monks and residents of Anuttara heavens.

[?]
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10. Praéna-vyakarapa—As indicated by its title this Anga
contained questions and answers on different creeds and
doctrines; and thus in a way it was a supplement of the
Vyakhyaprajhapti.

11. Vipakasatra—Vipaka means the fruit of Karmas.
Acco-ding to the Karma doctrine good Karmas give fruits in
the form of enjoyment of pleasures and the bad ones, suffering
of pains, This was explained in this Anga with suitable
illustrations.

12. Drstivada—This had five divisions : Parikarma, Satra,
Purvagata, Anuyoga and Calika. Parikarma contained calcula-
tory science, and the Sutra included discussions about creeds
and doctrines. The Parvagata contained fourteen subdivisions :
1. Utpadapurva, 2. Agrayagpiya, 3. Viryanuvada, 4. Astina-
stipravada, 5. Jfianapravada, 6. Satyapravida, 7. Atma-
pravada,8. Karma-pravada, 9. Pratyakhyina 10. Vidyanuvida,
11. Kalyagavada, 12. Pranavaya, 13, Kriyavidala and 14.
Lokabindusara. As indicated by their names, they contained
discussions about doctrines and principles. The eighth Parva,
Karmapravada, has a Special importance, because it appears
to have been the source on the basis of which has grown the
entire subsquent litcrature abuut the Karma philosophy which
is the vital doctrine of Jainism. The designation Purvagata
signifies that the tradition of their contents belongs to a
period carlier than Mahavira who possibly improved on it
in the light of his fundamental doctrines,

The fourth division of the Drstivada, namely Anuyoga, too
has an important place in Jaina literature. Itis also called
Prathamianuyoga; and the entire Purapic narratives, religious
biographies as well as illustrative talesetc. are all included
under the Prathaminuyoga. According to the Dhavala
commentary on the Satkhandigama, Sutra I, 1, 2, Prathams-
nuyoga contained twelve sections of the Purfipa in which were
described respectively, Arhats, Cakravartins, Vidyadharas,
Vasudevas, Carapas, Prajfia-§éramanas, as well as the families
of Kuru, Hari, Iksviku, Kadyapa, Vadi ( Cedi ? } and Natha.

According to the Digambara tradition, the entire Anga
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literature, in its original form, was gradually lost into oblivion.
After the Nirvana of Mahzvira, during the period of 162 years,
it is only " eight saints that had the full knowledge of Angas.
The last among them is said to have been Srutakevalin
Bhadrabahu. After him the knowledge of all the Angasand
Parvas went on gradually decreasing day-to-day; and, during
the 7th century after the Nirviga of Mahivira, a stage was
reached when only some great saints had a partial knowledge
of these Angas and Parvas. It is on the basis of this that the
entire Jaina scriptures and Puripas came to be composed
independently in a new style in Prakrit and other languages
current in different places and at different times.

According to the Svetambara tradition, during the 10th
century after the Nirvina of Mahavira, a council of monks
was convened at Valabhi ( mod. Vala ) in Gujarat; and there,
under the chairmanship of Devarddhigagi Ksamaframana,
eleven out of the twelve Aigas were compiled; and they are
available today. This compilation, however, has not been found
to have preserved entirely the original form of the works, One
can clearly see additions and omissions in the contents, Their
language too is not the same Ardha-M3zgadhi as was used in
the time of Mahavira : it displays linguistic features which
developed in a period one thousand years later than him. Still,
broadly speaking, the available texts testify to the antiquity
of the contents and method of exposition. They bear close
resemblance with the ancient Buddhist literature. Just as the
Buddhist canon was Tripitaka, the Jaina canon is found to be
described as Ganipitaka.

This branch of literature, as a whole, is called Anga-
pravigta to be distinguished from Anga-bahya texts, 14 in
number, which deal, in details, with the conduct and day-to-
day routine of monks, Their names are : 1. Samayika, 2, Catur-
vim$ati-stava, 3. Vandana, 4. Pratikramaga, 5. Vainayika,
6. Krtikarma, 7, Dadavaikalika, 8. Uttaradhyayana, 9. Kalpa-
vyavahira, 10. Kalpakalpa, 11. Mahskalpa, 12. Pugdarika,
13. Mahdpundarika and 4. Nisiddhika. Their titles them-
selves indicate that their contents are related with instroctions
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about religious practices, especially the routine of duties of
monks, Though these tourteen texts, in their ancient {orm,
ate not found independently, still their contents have got
mixed up with other texts; and they are being used by monks
even to this day.

The council of monks which compiled the canon at Valabhi
has, besides the first category of 11 Angas, 12 Upiangas
( Aupapatika, Rayapaseniya etc.); 6 Chedasutras { Niéitha,
Mahaznisitha etc, ); 4 Malasatras ( Uttaradhyayana, Avadyaka
etc.); 10 Prakirpakas ( Catubdavapa, Atura-pratyikhyzna
etc. ); and 2 Calika-sutras ( Anuyogadvara and Nandi ). Thus
the entire Ardha-Magadht canon has got 45 texts, and they
have a religious sanction or authority for the Svetambara sect,
This entire branch of literature is as much important as the
Pali canon for its langnage and style and for the philesnphical
and historical material contained therein. ( Samavayangasitra
211-227. Satkhandagama 1, 1,2 Tika, Bhaga 1, page 96 ff,
Winternitz : A History of Indian Literature, II, Jaina Litera-
ture. Kapadia : History of the Jaina Canonical. Lilerature.
Jagadishechandra : Prakrta  Sahityaka Itihdsa, pp. 33 fi.
Hiralal Jaina : Bharatiya-sarhskrti mg Jaina-dharma ki Yoga-
dana, pp. 55 ff. Nemichandra Shastri : Prakrta bhasi aura
sahitya ka alocanitmaka itihdsa, pp. 157 f. )

7. DATE OF MAHAVIRA-NIRVANA

As to the time of the Nirvaga of lord Mahavira, a clear-
cut record is available that this event took place in the Jast
quarter of the night of the Caturdaét of the Krsnapaksa of the
month of Kartika, i.e., in the early hours of the Amﬁvasyﬁ;
and both gods and men celebrated this occasion as the
Dipavali festival. Accordingly, the ( Maba- ) Vira Nirviga
Saivat era begins from the Kartika Dipavali. That, at
present, i. e., 1971-72,is 2498 (two thousand four hundred
ninety eight ), and after two years, when 2500 years are com-
plete, there is a programme of celebrating a great festivity.
The currency of this Samvat is not so ancient, as expected,
There was no such Sarmvat or era specified either contemporary
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with Mahavira or for a long time after him, References to
this era, which are noticed in later works, are often mutually
contradictory here and there and also not consistent with the
data available in other branches of literature and with other
historical events. Consequently there have resulted differences
of opinions in this connection among modern scholars. On the
one hand, the German scholar Dr, Jacobi puts the date of
the Nirvipa of Mahavira as 477 (four hundred seventy
seven ) B. C, His evidence is that the coronation of Maurya
Candragupta took placein 322 ( three hundred twentytwe )
B. C,; and this event, according to the Pariistaparvan ( VIIL
339 ) of Hemacandra happened 155 (one hundred fiftyfive )
years after the Nirvina of Mahavira : thus the date of
Mahavira’'s Nirvaina comes to be 3224 155=477. But, on the
other hand, Dr. Kashi Prasad Jayswal holds the view that,
according to the Buddhist tradition in Ceylon or Srilanka,
Buddha's Nirvaga is put in 544 B, €. And in the Simagima-
sutta of the Majjhima-nikaya and elsewhere in the Tripitaka
it is stated that Buddha learnt the news from one of his
followers that Mahavira’s Nirvaga took place in Pava. There
is also the tradition that Buddha's Nirvapa occurred two years
later : thuos it is concluded that Mahavira’s Nirvaga be put
in 546 B. C. But, on scrutiny, both the views are not correct.
There is a clear-cut, ancient Jaina literary and historical tradi-
tion that the Nirvapa of Mahavira took place 470 (four
hundred seventy ) years before Vikrama Sarmvat and 605 ( six
hundred and five ) years before the Saka era, The succession
of the historical events of this tradition stands thus: That
very night, when Mahavira attained Nirvapa, king Palaka of
Ujjaina was coronated. Palaka ruled for 60 years. After
him the Nanda kings ruled for 155 years; Mauryas for 108
years; Pusyamitra for 30 years; Balamitra and Bhanumitra
for 60 years; Nahapana ( Nahavina, Naravahana or Nahasena)
for 40 years; Gardabbilla for 13 years; another king rules for 4
years; and, it is after this, the Vikrama era started. Thus the
period between the Nirvapa of Mah@vira and the beginning
of the Vikrama era stands thus : 60+ 15541084304 60+40+
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1344 =470 years. The authority of Hemacandra, on the
basis of which Dr. Jacobi accepted the period between the
Nirviga of Mahavira and the coronation of Candragupta
Maurya to be 155 years, is, really speaking, not at all correct.
Dr. Jacobi himself has edited the Pari$istaparvan; and he has
recorded his view that this work contains many lapses, because
it was composed in haste, One of such lapses is that, while
calculating the period between the Nirvina of Mahfivira and
the coronation of Candragupta, assigning 60 years for Palaka
is skipped over. So by adding 60 years the period becomes
215 instead of 155. That this was a mistake is borne out by
the period of time assigned to Kumarapila by Hemacandra
himself in his Trigasti-falaka-purusa-carita ( Parvan 10, Sarga
12, verses 45446 ) that this King was coronated 1669 years
after the Nirvana of Mahavira, It is evident from other
authorities that Kumarapala’s coronation took place in 1142
A. D. Thus Mahavira attained Nirvapain 1669 - 1142=527
B. C.

Dr. Jayaswal accepted 544 B. C. for Buddha's Nirviipa on
the basis of Ceylonese tradition, but it is no more confirmed
by other evidences. According to the carlier Ceylonese tradi-
tion, the Mauryan emperor Adoka came to the throne 218 years
after the Nirvana of Buddha, There is plenty of historical
evidence to prove that Adoka came to the throne in 269 B, C.
or about that. Thus Buddha attained Nirvana in 218 + 269 = 487
B. C. This is confirmed by a Chinese tradition too, In China, in
the town of Kaintan (?), attempt was made to record the
memory of Buddha’s Nirvina by series of points or cyphers,
Every year one cypher was added. This addition continued
upto A, D. 489, and their total number was 975. Thus the
Nirvani of Buddha took place in 975 - 489 =486 B, C. Thus
i ther.e is perfect agreement between the Chinese and Ceylonese
traditions. So this very date, namely 487 B, C. deserves to be
accepted for the Nirvana of Buddha.

In the Pali Tripitaka itself there is Plenty of evidence that
Mahavira was senior to Buddha both in age and renunciation
and that he attained Nirvana during the life time of Buddha.
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In the Sramagpya-phala-sitra of the Digha nikiya, in the
Dahara sutta of the Sthyutta-nikiya and the Samiya-sutta of
the Sutta-nipata there are enumerated six Tirthakas who
flourished before Buddha. Their Names are : Parapa Kadyapa,
Makkhali Gofala, Nigaptha Nataputta (Mahzvira), Samjaya
Belagthiputta, Pakudha Kacciyana and Ajita Keéa-kambali.
All of them are said to have been honoured by many,
experienced, of long ascetic standing and senior in age; but
these adjectives are not used in the case of Buddha. On the
other hand, as contrasted with them, Buddha is described as
younger in age and a novice in renunciation. Thus it stands
proved that Mahivira was senior to Buddha in age and had
taken renunciation earlier than him.

It is mentioned in the Samagima-sutta of the Majjhima-
nikiya that while Buddha was sojourning in SAmagama, a
Sramanic devotee Cunda by name came to him and conveyed
the message that Nigaptha Nataputta (Mahavira) just passed
awy in Pava and there has arisen a dispute (£kalaha) among his
followers. By this message, Ananda, the chief disciple of
Buddha, had a doubt in his mind whether such a dispute would
not arise in their Sangha after Buddha. He discussed this
matter with Buddha as well. This very episode occurs in the
Pasadikssutta of the Dighanikaya. According to the Samgiti-
pariyaya-sutta of this very Nikdya the same report was
conveyed to Buddha'’s Samgha; and Sariputta, a pupil of
Buddha, called the Bhiksus, reported the news and warned
them that such a situation of dispute should not develop after
the Nirviga of Buddha. In this context, Buddba congratulated
Sariputta on his proper instructions to the Bhiksus. This episode
is a clear proof and leaves nodoubt that Mahivira attained
Nirvaga during the life time of Buddha. Further, there was
some dispute among the followers of Mah#vira, the report of
which caused some anxiety in the Sangha of Buddha and some
remedial suggestion was made in that direction. In this way
it is proved beyond doubt that Mahjvira was senior to and
attained Nirvapa earlier than Buddha; and these facts are
consistent with the traditional dates of the Nirvapa of both of
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them. (For references and discussions on the date of the
Nirvaga of Mahavira and Buddha see Winternitz : A History
of Indian Literature, TI, Appendix IT Nirviapa of Buddha,
Appendix VI Nirvina of Mahavira. Muni Nagarja: Agama
aura Tripitaka : eka anusilana, pp. 47-128).

8. MAHAVIRA’S PLACE OF BIRTH

Itis stated in this work (Samdhi 1, Kadavakas 6-7) that
Mahzvira, the 24th Jinendra, would be born to king Siddhartha
and queen Priyakarint of Kugdapma in the Bharataksetra of
Jambudvipa. From this it is obvious that Mahavira was born
in Kupdapura. There are no other indications about the region
etc. herc beyond that it was located in the Bharataksetra.
There are, however, other references which make it clear that
this Kupdapura was located in the territory of Videba, for
instance, in the Nirvapa-bhakti of Pujyapada :

Siddhartha-prpati-tanayo
Bhirtavasye Videha-Kundapure.

That is Mahjvira, the son of king Siddhartha, was born in
Kundapura, in the territory of Videha, in the Bharatavarsa,
This is confirmed by other sources too ( See Harivarmfapurapa
of Jinasena, 2.1-5; Uttarapuraga of Gugabhadra, 74.251-52 ;
for the actual quotations and their contents see the Hindi
Introduction). The Acarafiga (2.15) and Kalpastra (1.10) of
the Ardham3agadhs canon closely associate Mahavira with the
Videha territory where he lived for thirty years prior to his
renunciation. It is obvious from these refercnces that lord
Mahsvira was born in Kundapura which was in the Videha
territory. Luckily there is no difference of opinion about the
boundaries of Videha. From ancient times, the territory north
of the Ganges was called Videha and the south of it was well-
known as Magadha. This very territory of Videha is mentioned
by the name Tirabhukti, and the current form of it, at present,
is Tirhut. Pursgas mention the boundary of Tirabhukti thus:
it was bounded by the Himalayas on the North, by Ganges on
the South, by Kaiéik on the East and by Ganpdaks on the
West. These boundaries cover a quite wide area; and, for us,
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the question is where Kundapura is to be located there, To
smewer this question, our attention is atiracted by another
fact that Mahavira is called Jfiaty-kulotpanna, Ji&trputra ete
In an ancient Buddhist text, Mahaivastu, there is some indica-
tion as to where the clan of Jiiatr-Ksatriyaslived. The context
is like this. Lord Buddha crosses Ganges, and is proceeding
towards the (Vaifali=) Vaishali Sangha; and various Ksatriya
clans like the Licchavis welcome him in great eclat. Among the
Ksatriya clans, which gave an ovation to Buddha, there was
that known as Jitatrs who ruled their extensive (sphifa=viidla)
territory in such a worthy manner that Buddha himsel
compared them (who were respectable and splendid) with gods.
This reference proves that the Jiiatr Ksatriyas lived in Vaifali,
and they had quite a respectable position in the Licchavigapa.
It seems that the prestige of the Jiistr family had increased
due to their leader Siddhartha who was at the bead of the
Vaishali Gapa, as its ruler, and who was the son-in-law (or
brother-in-law) of king Cetaka. Priyakarigt (or Trifala), the
daughter (or sister) of Cefaka was married to king Siddh4rtha,
the prominent ruler of the Jfiaty family. There is available
another strong evidence which links Mahavira with Vaifali.
In more than one place Mahavira is called Vesaliya = Vaifalika
in the Ardha-M3agadht canon (Stitrkrtanga 1.2; Uttaradhyayana
6; etc,). Some of the commentators have explained variously
the term Vaidalika, as one of great personality, the son of
Viéala; but that is hardly satisfactory. The obvious interpreta~
tion of Vaifalika is that he was a citizen of Vaifali. The canon
refers in many places to the Sravakas of Vaifali. The revered
Rsabhadeva belonged to the Kofala country or territory, =o
he is called Arahi Kosaliye, i.e, the Arhat of the Kofala
country (Samaviyanga-satra, 141, 162). It is concluded, there-
fore, that Mahavira was born in Vaifali; and Kunpdapura was
possibly a part of this extensive capital.

The next question is where was this Vaidsli jocated. A
satisfactory answer to it is available in the Rfimiyaga of
Valmtki (1,45). Rama and Laksmapa, accompanied by
Valistha-muni are proceeding to Mithila to participate in ‘the

[]
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Bow Festival arranged by king Janaka. When they reached
the bank of the Ganges, Vafistha narrated to them the episode
of Garigavatarapa. Then they crossed the Ganges and reached
its northern bank. Thence they saw the town of Vidals
(Ramayana 45,9); and soon they reached it which was beauti-
ful, celestial and like heaven (Ibidem 1,43, 9-10). They halted
there for the night; and thence, next day, they reached
Mithila, the town of Janaka.

In Buddhist texts, there are many references to Vaiali;
and there tooit is stated that Buddha crossed the Ganges,
proceeded to the North and reached Vaiéali. At that time
Vaifali was ruled over by the Licchavi Sangha; and to the
south of Ganges, érer_xika, the king of Magadha, and after him,
king Kupika Ajataatru, had their sovereign kingdoms. There
was a basic difference in the Governmental set-up of these two
kingdoms between which enmity was on the increase. There
is a reference in a Buddhist work ( namely, Dighanikaya-
Mahaparinibbanasutta ) that Varsakira, the minister of
Ajatafatru, once asked Buddha whether they can conquer the
Licchavi Sangha of Vaidali. In reply Buddha indicated that
nobody can conquer the Sangha as long as the people of the
Licchavai-gapa remain organised, unanimously support their
republican form of Government, uphold justice, and do not
violate the code of good behaviour. Realizing this, the minister
Varsakira took recourse to diplomacy and sowed seeds of
-dissension among the Licchavis so that they drifted from the
path of justicc and good behaviour, What happened as a result
of this is graphically described in the seventh Sataka of the
Bhagavati of the Ardhi-Magadhi canon. According to this
source, the army of Ajatadatru attacked Vaifali; and in this
battle, weapons like Mah#filakantaka and Rathamusala were
used. Ultimately the ramparts of Vaidali gave way, and Ajsta-
fatru proved victorious, In fine, Vaiéali enjoyed great pres-
tige during the time of Mahavira; and it was a matter of pride
to be a citizen of Vaiali. That is why Mahavira was mentioned
as Vaiéaliya. Vaiéali, like many other ancient towns, remained
unknown ( or unidentified ) to historians; but during the last
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century, archaeological excavations and researches brou-
ght to light dilapidated structures, ancient relics, seals and
inscriptions on the basis of which the ancient site of Vaifali
was correctly identified; and it was, without any doubt, the
same as Basadha, now situated to the north of Ganges, in the
Dt. of Muzaffarpur, in Bibar. It is learnt from local investiga-
tion that the village called Vasukunda, which is close to the
present-day Basadha, must be the ancient Kundapura, There
are some signs of an ancient pond _or lake there which 'might
have been called Kyatriyakupda. Close to it, there is a piece
of Jand which is looked upon as ahalya, i.e., where the plough
has never been used; and there is a beliefamong the local people
that some great person was born there in ancient times. For
this reason, it is looked upon as a holy spot; and a lamp is lit
up in Diwali, i. e., on the day of the Nirvana of Mahavira.
Taking into consideration all these points, scholars have
accepied that locality as the birth place of Mahavira; and the
Government of Bihar, guided by this very evidence, took
possession of it and had a compound put for it. A marble
Tablet is erected there on a lotus-shaped pedestal. Eight
Giathas in Ardha-Magadhi, along with their translation in
Hindi, have been inscribed on it. They purport to say that this
is the spot where revered Mahavira was born and from where
he adopted renunciation after spending his Kumarakila of
thirty years. It is also specified in the inscription that this
monument was inaugurated by Shri Rajendra Prasada, Presi-
dent of India, in person, in the Vikrama Sarhvat 2012, when
2535 years had elapsed after the birth of Mahavira,

Close to this Mahavira Memorial, on a piece of land, adjes
cent to the ancient Ksatriyakupda, a magnificent building is
erected through the donation of Sahu Shanti Prasadaji; and
there is established the Research Institute of Prakrit, Jaino-
logy and Ahirhsa by the Government of Bihar. This Institute
was started in 1956 at Muzaffarpur under the Directorship of
Dr. Hiralal Jain. It is through him that the Mah#vira Memo-
rial was got erected in Vaifali and construction of the Bnilding
was started. ‘ :
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There remains a doubt about onr conclusion on the location
of Vaifali. Some of our co-religionists feel that Vaiéali was not
in Videha but in the Sindhu-deéa. Even in the present text
{5,5) it is found stated

Simdhu-visai Vesalf-puravari;
and in the Uttarapurapa (in Sanskrit) of Gupabhadra (75,3) we
find like this : .

Sindhvakhyavisaye bhubhrd-Vaiali-nagare 'bhavat /

Cetakakhyo 'ti vikhyato vinitah paramarhatah |/

It is natural that Sindhu-visaya and Sindvakhyavisaya in
both the texts is understood to refer to the country of Sindha;
but it is equally clear that in the present-day Sindha there is
neither mentioned a town named Vai$ali nor can this be
reconciled with the historical evidence and events noted above.
Scholars have no doubt now about the location of Vaidasi. This
point was duly considered by me; and I have reached the
conclusion that the reading Sindhvakhya-visaye in the
Uttarapurapa is the result of copyist’s lapse. Really the reading
should be Sindhvadhya-visaye, which mcans a territory aboun-
ding in rivers. This description is perfectly significant for the
area of Tirhut. This area is 1aentioned in the éamkaradigvijaya,
and there it is called Udakadeda. Even the name Tirabhukti
has this very significance that the entire area is nearly covered
by rivers and their extensive banks. A reference to Tirabhukti
is noted above; and therein this area is described as Nads-
pafica dafantare, ie., the area divided between by fifteen rivers.
Even today one hears about many of these river and their
floods plunging under waters the entire area now and then.
Thus from the above two references what is intended is not any
other Sindhudesa but only the territory of ‘Ttrabhukti or
Udakadeéa which is full of rivers, .

In t.his connec'tion, there remains still another question to
be consxflerefi. S.mce long, Kundalapura, near Nalanda ( Dt,
Patna)_, in ].31har, is looke(% upon as the birth-place of Mahavira,
Thereisa .blg .temple; and it is considered to be a Tirtha, a sacred
place of pilgrimige, being the birth-place of Mahavira, Wity

this belief thousands of pilgrims visit this Place every year
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Likewise Svetambaras consider Ksatriyakunda, near Lacchu-
vida { Dt. Monghyr ) as the birth-place of Mahivira. But
both these places are not located in Videha, to the north of
Ganges : they are in Magadha, to the south of the Ganges;
and thus they contradict the clear references found in
the early texts of both the sects, As a matter of fact,
Jacobi and other foreign scholars expressed doubt about these
places; and they considered the evidence impartially and
strictly from the historical point of view. It is their researches
that have identified Vaifali and Kundapura. The antiquity
of these two places, which are looked upon at present to be the
birth-places of Mahavira, does not go far back in time. It
appears that there were Jainas in large numbers in the terri-
tories of Videha and Magadha for about twelve hundred years
after Mahavira. The Chinese traveller Hiuen Tsiang came to
India in the 7th century during the reign of Harshavardhana;
and he tried to visit all the Buddhist holy places. He visited
Vaiéali too; and he observes, in his travel reports, quite clearly
that there were more Nirgranthas, i. e., Jainas, than Buddhists
in Vaiali. But thereafter it seems that the conditions changed
to a great extent; and for various reasons the number of Jainas
went on decreasing. Then, after some centuries, the Jainas
came to and settled down in this part perhaps during the
Mugal period for trade and commerce; and, not so much on the
archaeological and historical evidence, but just from similarity
of names and misled by inauthentic local hearsay, they mistook
Kugpdalapura and Lacchuvada as the birth-place of Mahavira,
Both the localities have become and will continue to be places
of pilgrimage on account of the temples built there, images
solemnly set up, pious faith of the people and regularity of the
pilgrimage. But now we have realized that the real birth-place
of Mahavira is Vaidali-and-Kupdapura; it is accepted on all
hands by Indian and European scholars; even the Government
of Bihar have given recognition to them by erecting memorial
for Mah#ivira and also by establishing a Research Imstitnte
there. Under these circumstances, the Jainas, as a community,
should not ignore these places, but, by extending full co-ope-
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ration, invest them with full prosperity in view of their histori-
cal importance. ( Hoernle : Upasaka-da§s, Introduction and
Notes. Cambridge History of India, I.p. 140, Bharatiya
Sarmiskrti mé Jaina dharma ka yogadana pp. 22 ff. )

9. PLACE OF PENANCE OF MAHAVIRA

According to the present text ( 1, 11), Uttarapurfna (75,
302-304) and Harivaméa {2,30-52 ), lord Mahavira of the
Natha, Naya or Jfiatr family went to the Sanda( Khapda )
vana, started penance and became a Muni, on the 10th day of
the dark half of the month of Margadirsa. According to the
texts of the Ardhamagadhi canon such as Kalpasutra ete., it
has becn mentioned as Nayasandavana, i. e., the park belong-
ing to the Jiatr-ksatriyas. One thinks that even in the Uttara-
purdna the original reading must have been Nathasandavana,
Nahasapdavana in Apabhraméa, on which the ignorent copyists
have improved in their own way. Thus the place where Maha-
vira practised penance is proved to be the park close to Vaifali
and Kundapura where the Ksatriyas of Jistr family resided.

10. PLACE OF MAHAVIRA'S OMNISCIENCE

The locality where Mahavira attained Kevalajfiana is thus
described in our text ( 2, 5). Mahavira practised penance for
twelve years. He encouraged his sister Candans in the practice
of Ahirhsa and forbearance, and reached, in his pious tour,
the park on the bank of the river Rjukula, near the village
Jrmbhika, He plunged himself in meditation, seated on a slab
of stone under a Sala tree: and observing a fast for two days,
he obtained omniscience in the afternoon of the 10th day of
the bright half of Vaifakha, when the moon was between
Uttarasadha and Hasta, These details are confirmed by the
Uttarapurapa ( 74,3,49 ) and Harivamhéapurina ( 2, 56-59 ).

Thus Mahsvira attained omniscience on the bank of Rjukfila
in the vicinity of Jrmbhika-grama. According to the Acaranga
and Kalpasitra the name of the village is Jambhiya and that
of the river Rjuvialuks,



GENERAL EDITORIAL 23

Though this village and the river are mot conclusively
identified, there seems to be no doubt that this river is the
same which, in Bihar, is known as Kuyela or Kuyela-kals, and
on the bank of it there is a big Railway station of that very
name, Close by, thereisa town Jambui by name. So this
very place should be accepted to be the locality where Mahi-
vira attained omaiscience; and suitable memorial should be
erected there.

11. THE PLACE OF MAHAVIRA’S FIRST SERMON

After attaining Kevalajfizina, Mahavira reached Rajagrha;
and his Samavasaraga was organised on the mount Vipulicala
nearby. There his Divya-dhvani, or Voice Divine, flowed out;
and that was on the first day of the black half of the month of
Sravana, According to the present text, Mahavira gave his
first sermon when 66 days had passed after his attainment of
Kevalajfiana. This event is described in details in the Hari-
varmfa ( 2.61 etc, ). Thus the mount Vipulicala, near Rajagrha
( in Bihar ) is the important and sacred place where the divine
sermon of lord Mahavira was first delivered. Even from early
times there are some Jaina temples on Vipulacala; and some
25-30 years back a Vira-§asana Memorial was erected there.
Since then the Vira$asana Jayanti is being celebrated on the
Ist day of the black half of Sravapa. Still the Memorial and
the Sacred Day have not won universal prestige { and impor-
tance ) commensurate with their historical significance. Some
efforts must be made in this direction. This is the spot where
not only the first Religious Sermon of lord Mah#vira was given
qut, but it is here that famous Indrabhfiti Gautama, well-
versed in Vedas, came to Mahavira andalso accepted his leader-
ship and became the first Gapadhara. It is here that Gautama
presented Lord’s divine message, classifying it into Angas and
Parvas and giving them the shape of texts ( granthartgha ). It
is here that Srepika Bimbasara, king of Magadha, received the
instructions of Mahavira; and having discussed religious topics
with Gautama Gapadhara, he laid the foundation of Jaina
Puarzpas and tales. It ishere that Srenika incurred that meri-
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torious Karmic bondage whereby in his subsequent birth, asa
man, he was destined to be the future Tirthakara, Mahzpadma

by name.

12. PLACE OF NIRVANA OF MAHAVIRA

Having attained omniscience ( Kevala-jfiana ) on the bank
Rjukila and after preaching the principles of Jainism through
his divine voice ( divya-dhvani), lord Mahavira toured over
different areas of the country and propounded the religious
doctrines. Afterwards he reached Pavapura and seated him-
self on a clean or pure slab of stone in a park studded with
many ponds. He did not move out for two days; and, plunged
in pure Meditation ( Sukla-dhyBna ), he quitted the mortal coil
and became a Siddha in the last quarter of the night of the
14th day of the black half of the month of Kartika. This is
graphically described in this text { 3,1 ). The Uttarapuraga
too describes this episode ( 66, 508-12 ).

From these references it is clear that lord Mahzvira attained
Nirvana in a park, near Pavapura, round about which there
were many ponds or Jakes. At present, the site of the Nirvaxa
of Mahavirais accepted near Bihar-Sherif in Patna District
where a magnificent Jaina temple stands in the centre of a big
lake. This is accepted as the Tirthaksetra on all hands. Both
the sects, Digambara and Svetambara, have voluntarily accep-
ted this place as the spot of the Nirvapa of Mahavira.

But historians have many difficulties in accepting this place
as the Nirvaga-bhtimi of Mahiivira. According to the Kalpa-
sitra and Pariistaparvan, Pavi, where Mahivira attained
Nirvaga, was the capital of a Ksatriya clan, Malla by name.
These Mallas belonged to or were a part of the Vajji or Licchavi
Sangha of Vaidali; and they were opposed or enemical to the
. autocratic Government in Magadha. Thus there is no likelihood
of any of these kingdoms south of the Ganges where the holy
place of the present-day Pavipuri is located. Besides this, on
the authority of Buddhist txets like the Digha and Majjhima-
niksya, it is proved that Pava was located in the Sakya
country; and it was to the west of Vaifali and at a distance of
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ten to twelve miles from Kuftnagara, When lord Buddha was
residing in SZmagama in the éakya territory, the message was
coveyed to him, just within one day, that lord Mah#vira
attained Nirvapa at Pavia. On this point there are available
many references in Buddhist texts, and they have been duly
noted above. Taking all these facts into account, historians
have arrived at the conclusion that Pavipura, where lord
Mahsvira attained Nirvipa, is really that village Pava by
name, near Kudfnagara in Devaria Dt. of U. P., which, at
present, is known by the name Sathiyarhva Fazilnagara where
are available plenty of ancient relics and ruins. So, from the
historical point of view, this place should be accepted as the
place of the Nirvap of Mahavira and be given the status ofa
worthy Tirthaksetra. ( For detailed discussions on the place of
Nirvaga, see Kahnayalal : Pava.samikex ( Adoka Prakafana,
Katara Bazar, Chhapra, Bihar 1972). History and Culture of
the Indian Peoples, Vol. II, The Age of Imperial Unity. p. 7.
Malla. )

13. HISTORICAL CONTEMPORARIES OF MAHAVIRA
(ka) CHETAKA : RULER OF VAISALI

Details about King Cetaka (Chetaka) of Vaifali are found
in this text, canto 5, as well as in the Uttarapuraga, Parvan
75. It is said about him that he was very famous, polite and a
Parama-frhata, i.e., a great follower of Jainism. His queen was
Subhadridevi by name. He had ten sons:Dhanadatta,
Dhanabhadra, Upendra, Sudatta, Sithhabhadra, Kumbhoja,
Akampana, Patamgata, Prabhafijana and Prabhasa. Besides, he
had seven daughters as well. The eldest was Priyakaript who
was married to king Siddhartha of Kupdapura, and they had
the rare fortune of becoming the parents of lord Mahivira. The
second daughter was Mrgavatf who was married to king
Satsntka of Candra-varhéa, ruling at Kaufambft, the capital of
Vatsadea. The third daughter, Suprabha, was given in marriage
to Dafaratha, king of Hemakaksa, the capital of Dafarpa (Dt.
Vidifa). The fourth daughter, Prabhzvaty, became the queen
of Udayana, who ruled at Roruks, the capital of Kaccha. She

(¥]
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became famous as $rlavatt on account of her outstanding
character ( Stlavrata ). Jyestha was the fifth daughter of king
Cetaka; and Satyak’, king of Mahipura, the capital of Gandha-
rvadefa, asked for her hand in wedding, But king Cetaka did
not approve of this marital relation for some reason or the
other. Satyaks felt offended; and, getting enraged, he attacked
the kingdom of Cetaka; but, being defeated in the battle, he‘
felt ashamed and accepted renunciation ( muni-diksd ) at the
hands of the saint Damavara, Srepika, the king of Magadha,
was highly enamoured of Jyesthd and Celanz (the sixth
daugter of Cetaka) on seeing their portraits. He requested king
Cetaka for their hands in marriage. As Sregika was much
advanced in age at that time, king Cetaka did not accept his
proposal. Thereby king Srenika was awafully pained. His
ministers discussed this matter with Abhayakum&ra, the heir-
apperant, Abhayakum3ra put on the dress of a merchant and
got himself admitted into the palace of Vaifsli, and showed the
portrait of Srepika to both the princesses and got them interes-
ted in and enamoured of Srepika. He tried to lead them both
through an underground passage. Celana sent Jyesthd back to
her apartment with the pretence of fetching her ornaments but
herself followed Abhayakumzra to Rijagrha; and she was
married to king Srepika. When Jyestha realized that her sister
treacherously left her behind, she became very much detached
(to the world) and turned herself into a Jaina nun under an
Aryika,

The seventh daughter of Cetaka was Candan3 by name.
While she was sporting with her companions in a park, a
Vidyadhara, Manovega by name, saw her and fell in love with
her, being captivated by her beauty. Secretly he kidnapped her.
But being afraid that his wife Manovega might get angry with
him, he left Candani ina park, Bhfitaramapa, on the right
bank of the river Iravati. There Candani met a Bhilla,
Syamﬁnka by name. He presented her respectfully to his king
Simha by name. The Bhilla chief entrusted her to Mitravara
Who was in the service of Rgabhasena, arich merchant of
Kaufambi, to whom finally she was led. But Bhadra, the wife
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of the merchiant, became jealous of her and kept her as 2 slave
girl in her service. One day when Mahavira came to Kaunfambt
Candana offered food to bhim with great devotion. Thereby
Candana became well known in Kaufzmbi; and the report
about this reached the ears of her elder sister Mrgnvatf.
Mrgavatt, accompanied by prince Udayana, came to the house
of the éreq;hjn, i.e., banker-cum-merchant, and took Candani
with her to the palace. By this time Candana had developed a
temper of detachment from worldly ties. She sought shelter
with Mahzvira and accepted Dikss or renunciation under him,
In due course, Candani became the leader of the Sangha of
nuns (2ryika) under Mahavira,

Such are the details about the famlly connections and
prosperity of king Cetaka of Vaifali available in the Jaina
Purapas. His relations with the contemporary ruling families
are obvious. King Cetaka's daughter Priyakdrini was the
mother of Mahuvira; and his daughters Celans and Mrgavatt
were married respectfully to Srepika, king of Magadha, and
Satanika, king of Kaufambi.

(kha) SRENIKA BIMBISARA : KING OF MAGADHA

Srenika, king of Magadha, had long-standing and thick
relations with lord Mahavira. Much of the traditional account
in Jaina Puragas begins with the questions of Sregika and the
answers of Mahavira or of his chief Gagadhara (i.e.,, leader of
the congregation). Major details of it are found in Sampdhis
6-11 of this work. There is no doubt about the historicity of
this king. Besides the Jaina texts, he is mentioned and details
about him are available in Buddhist works and in the Purfipas
of Vedic tradition. According to the Digambara Jaina tradition,
he is mentioned by his name Sregika only; but {we are also
told that) he had a liking for playing on the Bhimbha or Bhert,
a musical instrument (see 7,2); and on this account, it seems
that he became famous also by the name Bhimbasira or
Bhambhasara. In §vetimbra works, he is mentioned mostly by
this name. This very word seems to have been changed or
corrupted as Bimbisara or Bimbastira, In the Buddhist tradi
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tion, this name is mentioned by itself or along with the othelf
name Srepika. According to the Udana Atthakatha 104, Bimbi
is a synonym for gold; and because the complexion of the .body
of this king was like gold, he came to be called Bimbisara,
There is a Tibetan tradition, according to which the name of his
mother was Bimbi, and hence he came to be called Bimbisara,
It seems, however, that these etymologies have been suggestled
only from his name. Even the name Srenika is differently ex-~
plained. According to the Abhidhana cintamagi of Hemacandra:
érenth karayati Srepiko Magadhedvarah/;
so Srepika, king of Magadha, was so called because he
established so many guilds. In one of the recensions of the
Buddhist text, Vinayapitaka, it has been stated that Bimbi-
sira was put in charge of eighteen guilds, i.e., he was made
the head of them : thatis why he came to be known by the
name Srenika. In the Jambuddiva-pappatti of the Ardha-
magadbl canon, 18 $renis are mentioned 9 Narwas and
9 Karuas. Nine Nzruas are: ] kumbhara ( potter ), patava or
pattilla ( either, weaver or patel ), 3 suvarapakara (goldsmith),
4 suvakira or sutakdra ( cook or carpenter ), 5 gandharva
(singer or perfumer), 6 kasavaga (barber ), 7 malakara
(florist or garland-maker ), 8 kacchakara ( vegetable seller )
and 9 tambolia ( dealer in betel-leaf ). Then nine Karuas are:
1 carmakara ( leather-worker ), 2 yantra-pidaka ( oil-presser),
3 gamchiya (cloth-seller ?), 4 chimpi (artisan), 5 karnsara (metal-
worker), 6 sTvaga or sevaka (a tailor or attendant), 7 guira or
gvila (cow-keeper), 8 Bhilla (forester) and 9 dhivara (fisherman).
Some of the above terms are differently spelt. The Prakrit texts
mention his name as Seniya which might stand for Sainika or
Senapati; and its wrong Sanskrit back-formation might have
been Srenika (Muni Nagaraj : Agama aura Tripitaka, p. 324).
As stated in this work, Cilataputra or Kirataputra was born
to queen Cilata or Kirita-devs from Pradrepika or Upadrenika,
king of Rajagrha, in Magadha, He arrested, through treachery,
Pradyota, king of Ujjaina, and presented him before his father,
Earlier the king had sent Audayana against Uddyota, but the
latter defeated the former and made him a prisoner. The
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success of Cilataputra, therefore, pleased his father who
anncunced him as his successor and coronated him as heir-
apparent. But Cilataputra was not successful asa ruler, and
his behaviour was unethical. The ministers and fendatories
invited prince Sregika who was an exile in Kagictpura. Srepika
came and defeated Kiritaputra and banished him from the
kingdom. Cilataputra got himself established as the leader of
rogues and robbers in the forest, but was defeated a second
time by Srepika. Finally Cilataputra renounced the world and
became a monk; and in that status, he became a victim of a
female jackal and was born in heaven. Sregika was the son of
Upadrepika from his second queen Suprabhadevi. He was
endowed with extraordinary intelligence; and, when king
Upaséregika tested the princes about their ability to govern the
kingdom, it is Sregika who proved successful. Lest there
might develop mutual enmity among the princes, Srepika was
banished from the kingdom. First Srepika reached Nandagrama;
and thereafter he travelled on exhibiting his skill and heroism
and reached Kafictpura, Oppressed by the tyranny of Cilata-
putra, the ministers invited Sregika and installed him as the
king of Magadha,

One day king Srenika went out hunting in the forest, close
to the capital. He saw there a monk engrossed in meditation; he
took him to be a bad omen; and getting angry, he left on the
monk his hunting dogs, Through the influence of the monk,
even the dogs became quiet; and the arrows hit by the king
turned into flowers. Then the king, to satisfy his vengeance,
put a dead serpent round the neck of the monk. As a conse-
quence of this dire sin, he became destined for being born in
the seventh hell. But he conld observe that the great monk,
even though harassed so much by him, was not in the least
affected or disturbed either by attachment or aversion (r3ga-
dvesa); and consequently, there dawned on him great change of
heart. When the monk saw that now the king had the mental
peace, he blessed him in sweet words and gave him religious
instructions. Well, that is how Srepika got rid of his Mithyatva
and developed Kgiyika-samyaktva. He bowed down at the
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feet of the saint and returned home in a happy mood.

One day king érenika received the report that lord Mahavira
has arrived on the mount Vipulacala. He proceeded there with
devotion, bowed down to him, and offered prayers. As a result
of this religious bent of mind, his Samyaktva was strengthened;
his life in the seventh hell was commuted into that of the first
hell; and he incurred the bondage of the Tirthakara-nama-
karman. On this occasion, king Sregika inquired of Gautama
Gapadhara why is it that he ( i.e., himself ) is not inclined to
accept the vows (vrafa ), even though he has great faith in
Jainism. The Gagadhara pointed out to him, in reply, that he
had excessive addiction to pleasures and is under the opera-
tion of deep Mithy#tva; and further, his conduct has been bad,
because he has committed preliminary sins ( 8rambka). The
consequent acute sins, the Ganadhara continued, have led him
to the bondage of life in hell. The bondage of any other grade
of existence (ga#i) than that of heaven will not allow the soul
to accept and practise the vows; but such a soul can, however,
possess Samyagdarfana or Right Faith. Thisis the reason,
Gautama explained to Sregika, why the latter was possessed
of Samyaktva, but not in a position to practise the vows
(Uttarapuriga 74,433-36).

Srenika was also informed that he would pass away, after
the Nirvipa of Mahavira when just three years, eight months
and fifteen days of the Caturtha era are remaining (after which
the Paficamakala would begin). Srepika had such a firm faith
in religion (Samyaktva ) that the received praise even from
Surendra (i.e., the Chief of gods). But a certain god would not
believe this, and he came to test Srenika. As king Srenika was
passing by the road, the god put on the appearance of a monk
and started catching fish with a net in his hands. The king
approached and saluted him; he submitted to him that he
would act as his servant (and catch the fish for him); and he
questioned him why he was occupied in this sinful activity, If
fish were needed by him, he would collect them for him. The
god said ‘No, no, I do not need any more fish." This episode
became the talk of the town, and people began to find fault
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with Jaina religion. The king presented an examplé or situation
(by way of illustration). In his assembly, the king bestowed on
the princes a royal grant of maintenance, stamped with the
royal signet but all besmeared with dirt. Al of them accepted
the document with great satisfaction and received it on their
head. The king asked them how could they take it on their
head when it was all covered with dirt. From them the reply
came : ‘Just asa sentient Jiva, though wrapped ina filthy
body, deserves respect, so too the great document from the
king, though besmeared with dirt, deserves respect.” The king
smiled and pointed out to them that likewise the saints
characterised by religious emblem (dharma-mudra) deserve to be
duly respected. Even if they have any flaw in them, they
should not be detested, but they should be made free from it
with all due modesty. Having personally observed the firm
religious faith of the king, that god was very much pleased; and
he returned to heaven after presenting the king with a precious
necklace. This episode illustrates that since the time Srenika
accepted the Jaina way of life, his religious faith went on
increasing, and he naver wavered in it,

(g2) SRENIKA’S SON : PRINCE ABHAYAKUMARA

During the reign of Cilataputra, when Srenika was still a
prince and living in exile at Ka#tcIpura, he got himself wedded
to a high-born girl Abhayamati by name, From her he had a
son, Abhayakumara, who wasendowed with exceptional
intelligence. It is he who brought about the marital union of
his father, as desired by him, with Celanidevl. Along with
grenika he too attended the Samavasarapa of lord Mahavira,
Abhayakum&ra had not only firm faith in religion but he was
also well versed in its doctrines, Even king Srepika got himself
enlightened on certain religious topics from him. At last
Abhayakumara too accepted renunciation and reached Moksa
or liberation ( Uttarapurana 74,526-27 ).

(sha) SRENIKA'S SON : PRINCE VARISENA

As noted above, king érenika married Celanadevy in his
advanced age, and that tqo through the efforts of his eldest
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son Abhayakumiara. Celani gave birth to a son, Virisega by
name. Even during his boyhood he developed a religious bent
of mind; and as required by the rules of conduct for the best
layman (uttama-frivaka), he used to practise Pratimayoga ia
a cemetery. Once a certain robber, Vidyuccara, who was
gifted with the use of miraculous eye-paint ( afijana-siddha ),
stole the necklace of Celani from the palace for the satisfac-
tion of his love-lady, Gapikasundarf; but he could not reach it
to his beloved. Palace guards pursued him seeing on his person
the flash of the necklace, Candrahzsa. The robber realized this;
and he dropped the necklace at the feet of Virigepa, who was
plunged in meditation in a cemetery, and ran away. The royal
guards reported this to the king. The king took Virisena to be
the thief and, in a fit of anger, ordered him to be beheaded.
But due to the spiritual aura ( dbarma-prabhiava ) of Viarisena,
the weapons of royal guards proved ineffective. Seeing his
divine powers, the king stopped the guards and tried to bring
him to the palace; but he did not come and became a monk
observing Mah#vratas. On his begging tour, he went to a
village Palasakheda; there he instructed his erstwhile friend and
made him enter the ascetic order, But the friend had still
temptation or attachment for his own wife. Varigepa took him,
however, to the apartment of his mother Celani, and by his
exemplary detachment confirmed his friend in the practice of
ascetic virtues.

(7s) SRENIKA’S SON : GAJAKUMARA

King Srepika had a queen Dhanaéri by name. While she
was carrying, she had, during the fifth month, a pregnancy
longing that she should sport ina park, going there seated
with her husband on the back of an elephant and along with
her retinue in great pomp, when the sky is cloudy and drizzling
lightly. Though it was not the rainy season at that time,
Abhayakumara managed all this with the aid of his Vidyadhara
friend and fulfilled the pregnancy longing of his step-mother.
In due course, Dhanaért gave birth to a son, Gajakumira. As
a youth, he went to lord Mahzvira, heard his religious sermons,
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and accepted renunciation, Sometime Gajakumara went to the
Kalinga country, and started practising Atapana-yoga medita-
tion seated on a slab of stone, to the west of the capital town,
Dantipura. The ruling king there had no idea of such a medita-
tion; so he asked his minister why this monk was exposing
himself to heat like this. His minister Buddhadasa was inimical
to Jainism, He told the king that the monk was suffering from
the diseagse of Vata-roga, and consequently, to bring warmth
in his body, he was doing like this. The king full of sympathy
for the monk enquired how his ailment could be removed. The
minister suggested the remedy, namely, when this poor man
comes to the town for alms, the slab of stone on which he sits
might be fully heated so that the hot stone might remove his
prabhanjanavdyu when he sits on it. The king ordered accordin-
gly, and his order was duly carried out. The result was, when
the saint Gajakumira returned from the town after seeking his
alms and sat on that stone, he suffered terrible burning. He
patiently bore this suffering and attained liberation. Later the
gods arrived there; and the minister, the king and thousands
of other persons accepted the Jaina way of life.

(ca) SATANIKA, KING OF KAUSA MBI, AND UDAYANA
AND CANDAPRADYOTA OF UJJAINI

It has been already noted in the biography of Candanz
that Mrgavati, one of the seven daughters of Cetaka, king of
Vaiéali, was married to Satantka of the Somavaméa, ruling at
Kaufambl. This Kaudambi is identical with the present-day
Kosam, a village, at a distance of 35 miles to the south-west of
Allahabad. When Mahivira reached Kaudsmbt and Candans
offered food to him, Mrgavatt came there and felicitated her
younger sister on her piety. It is the same Udayana, the son
of Satanika, that was married to Vasavadatts, the daughter
of Candapradyota, the king of Ujjaint. According to Buddhist
literary tradition, Udayana and Buddha were born on one and
the same day. And there is also a well confirmed Jaina tradi-
tion that the very night when Palaka, after the demise of
Pradyota, was coronated, Mahivira attained Nirvipa. These

[4]
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references prove that both these great persons, namely, Buddha
and Mah#vira, were contemporaries and shed useful light on
the then political conditions.

14, GROWTH OF LITERATURE ON MAHAVIRA’S
BIOGRAPHY

(cha) BIOGRAPHIES IN PRAKRIT

Lord Mansvira attained Nirviga in 527 B. C,; and since
then attempts were made to collect details about his biography.
As stated by Virasena, the author of Dbavals, Indrabhnti
Gautama, the chief disciple of Mahavira, was a Brahmapga of
high character and possessed of the knowledge of four Vedas
and six Angas. Itis but natural that such a learned disciple
should attempt a systematic compilation of the biography and
teachings of his master. All such material is collected in Twelve
Aizas which are also known by the name Dvadada Gapipitaka.
The twelfth Aniga, Drstivada, contained a section Prathamanu-
yoga, which covered Puripic details of the genealogies of all
the Tirthakaras, Cakravartins and other great men, as well as
the history of the Natha or Jfiitr family and of Tirthakara
Mahavira,

It is a misfortune that the literary material so put together
by Indrabhiti Gautama is no more available. But its details,
in short, are found scattered in the entire Ardha-Magadhi
canon available today. In the fourth Anga, Samavaysanga, are
introduced some details about Tirthakaras, their parents, birth
places, locality of renunciation, pupils, the donors of food ete,
In the Acaranga, which is the first Srutanga, there is available
quite a vivid description of the penance of Mahavira. In the
fifth Anga, Vyakhyaprajfiapti, there are thousands of questions
and answers between Mahavira and Gautama; and there are
available many glimpses of their lives and contemporary
events, At that time, there were many Parfvipatyas, i.e, the
followers of Par§vanatha; and Mankhali Godsla, who started
the Ajtvika sect, also lived at the same time. During that
period there ensued a great battle between the kingdoms of
Magadha and Vaiésli; and heavy missiles and mechanical
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weapons called Mahadilakangtaka, Ratha-musala etc, were
employed in the fight. In the seventh Anga, Upisakadhya-
yana, places connected with the life of Mahavira, such as,
Vaifali, J#atrsandavana, Kollaga-samniveda, Karmiragraima,
Viniyagrima are mentioned; and they are helpful in identifying
some of the localities. The Anuttaraupapatika, the ninth Aypga,
mentions how the,queens (of king Srepika who was a contem-
porary of Mahivira) like Celana, Dharip and Nand3, and also
twentythree princes entered the ascetic order. In the two
Malasatras, Uttaradhyayana and Dafavaikzalika, one gets
plenty of material shedding light on the basic ideas of Mahavira
on philosophy, morality and conduct, The Kalpasutra givesa
well-arranged biography of Mahavira. This entire literature is
presented through the later Ardha-Msgadhs langnage.

The Tiloyapappatti (Triloka-prajitapti) of Yativrgabha (in
Saurasent Przkrit) is very important, because, in its Prakrit
Gathas, we find the biographies (in the form of Namavali) of
Tirthakaras and other Salakapurusas, Here one gets, in brief,
almost all the events connected with the life of Mahavira, in a
form very convenient to memorise (Sholapur 1952). !

Based on such material, preserved in strings of names
(namAvali-nibaddha) is composed the Patimacariya the earliest.
known Mahakauya in (Maharagtri) Prakrit in which appearsa
short biography of Mahavira by way of introduction to the
life and activities of Rama (Bhavnagar 1914). The Vasudeva-
hipgdf of Samghadasa and Dbarmadzsagapi ( 4-5th century
A.D.) isan important work in Prakrit narrative literature,.
Incidentally the lives of many Tirthakaras, including that of
Mah3avira too, are touched upon here and there {(Bhavnagar
1930-31). The Caupannamahdpurisa-cariya ( V.S, 925) of
$1lanka gives in Prakrit prose the biography of Mahavira.
(among those of others) (Varanasi 1961).

Bhadredvara’s Kahavali ( 12th century A.D.) gives in
Prakrit prose the lives of 63 Salakapurusas. As an independent
composition, sclely devoted to the life of Mahavira, is the
Mahaviracariya of Gugacandrasari (V, S. 1139). It has eight
Prastdvas, of which the first four are devoted to the details of.



36 VIRA JININDACARIU

the earlier births of Mahavira (Bombay 1929). Devendra alias
Nemicandrastiri, a contemporary of Gugacandra, has composed
the Mjhaviracariya (V. S. 1141) entirely in Prakrit verses,
nearly 2400 in number, which describe 26 births (bhava) from
that of Marici to the one of Mahivira (Bhavnagar V. S. 1973).
Just some years later ( V.S. 1168) Devabhadragapi too
composed Mahaviracariya (Ahmedabad 1945).

(ja) BIOGRAPHIES OF MAHAVIRA IN SANSKRIT

Leaving the doctrinal text, namely the Tattvarthastitra, the
Sanskrit language was used in Jaina literature much later than
expected. Of course, there is Siddhasena Divakara who has
addressed the first five of his hymns to Mahavira. Among the
earlier Sanskrit compositions there is the stylistic dharmakaths,
namely the Varapgacarita, of Jatila or Jatacarya, and also the
Padmacarita of Ravigepa (676 A.D.), both of them earlier
than the Kuvalayamala (A.D. 779). Jinasena and his pupil
Gugabhadra had their Mahapuraga (in Sanskrit) completed
in c. Saka 820. It deals thoroughly and exhaustively with the
lives of Tirthakaras, The first 47 Parvans are known by the
title Adipurapa which covers the biographies of Rsabhadeva
and Bharata, who are respectively the first Tirthakara and first
Cakravartin. The Parvans 47-76 are called Uttarapuraga; it is
composed by Gupabhadra; and it covers the lives of remaining
23 Tirthakaras and the rest of the Salaka-purugas. Here the
life of Mahavira is described in the concluding three Parvans
(74.76 ) in nice verses, the total number of which comes to
5494+6914-578=1818 ( Varanasi 1954 ). About two hundred
seventy five yearslater, Hemacandra composed an extensive
Trisasti-falakapurusa-carita in ten Parvans, the last Parvan
being devoted to the life of Mahavira ( Bhavnagar 1913 )
Merutuiiga has written the Mahapurusa-carita with svopajna
commentary (c¢. 1300 A.D.) the five cantos of which cover
respectively the lives of Rsabha, Santi, Nami, Paréva and
Mahavira. As an elegant Kavya, deserves to be mentijoned the
Vardhamana-carita (Saka 910 f) of Asaga (Sholapur 1931) : here
too sixteen cantos are given to the former births of Mahavira
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and only the last two for his present career. Sakalakirti
composed the Vardhamina-puripa in nineteen cantos in the
V. S. 1518. There are references to the Mahaviracaritra in
Sanskrit attributed to Padmanandi, Kefava and Vips-
vallabha.

(jha) MAHAVIRA'S BIOGRAPHIES IN APABHRAMSA

The Mahapuragu (Saka 887) of Puspadanta in Apabhrarnfa
is a great poem, quite extensive and rich with all the poetic
merits; and it deals with the lives of all the Tirthakaras and
other falakapurugas, It has 102" Samdhis. The life of Mahavira
is coverd there from Samdhi 65 onwards upto the end (Bombay
1941).Sridhara has presented the life of Mahavira in an indepen-
dent work. His other work, Pasapihacariu, was completed in
V.S.1189; and some time about this period he might have
composed this work too. Sridhara’s Apabhramsa works have a
special attraction for us, because he has disclosed that he was
a resident of Hariyapa. The term ‘Hariy&pa’' is the corrupt
form of ‘Abhirakipim’; so it is the land of the Abhira clan;
and, according to Dapdin, author of the Kavyadarfa; itis
from the speech of Abhiras and others that the Apabhramia
style developed. It can be said, therefore, that the tradition of
Apabhraméa composition continued in Hariyaga from 5-6th
century to 12th century A.D. It is very important from the
linguistic and historical point of view that a search is institu-
ted for the works of other poets and, on the basis of them, the
local dialects are studied comparatively.

During the reign of Tomara rulers of Gwalior, namely,
Dongarasimha and his son Kirtisirnha, the great poet Raidhn
(c. V. S. 1500) has enriched Apabhrarhfa literature by many of
his works. His Sammai-cariu is complete in ten Samdhis. The
exact date of the Vaddhamapa-kaha of Narasena is not known
but a Ms. of his another work, Sirivalacariu, is dated in V. 8.
1512; so it must have been composed some time before this
period. A Ms, of the Vaddhamiga-kavvu of Jayamitra Halla
is dated V.S, 1545. At the close of the work Padmanandi-muni
is mentioned; perhaps he is the same as the pupil of Prabhsa-
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candra Bhaftsraka who is mentioned in some records from
V. 8. 1385 to 1450. The poet calls his composition ‘Holivamma-
Kappabharapa’, and he looks upon Harindu or Harifcandra
as his Guru, ( Harivamfa Kochhar: Apabhrarméa Sahitya.
Paramananda Shastri : Jaina Grantha Pradasti Sangraha, Bhaga
I1, Apabhramméa Grantha.)

(#s) MAHAVIRA'S BIOGRAPHIES IN KANNADA

Asaga’s Vardhamana-puraga (in Sanskrit) has been a source
of insptration to a number of Kannada poets. Asaga is often
spelt as Agasa and sometime taken to mean a rajaka in
Kannada; but the real name appears to have been Asamga of
which Asaga can be a popular pronunciation. Very lately has
come to light a single Ms. of Vira-Vardhamfna-puripa of
Nagavarma (II). It has sixteen cantos and deals with the ear-
lier births and the present career of Mahavira. It is a stylistic
Campti-kavya, and uses some of the Sanskrit metrical forms
quite freely. It was composed in 1042 A. D. Then there is the
Vardhamana-purapa of Acagna who had a title Viapivallabha.
This also has sixteen cantos and presented in the Campfi
style reminding us of Sanskrit Kavyas. Itis characterised by
many a poetic embellishment. It is assigned to ¢, 1195. There
is also the Vardhamaina-carite in 12 cantos, written in the
popular Samgatya metre. It was composed by Padmakavi in
A. D. 1528,

(ta) MAHAVIRA IN TRIPITAKA AND
PALI LITERATURE

There is no specific mention of Buddha in any Jaina canoni-
cal texts. Butin the Tripitaka of Buddhists there are many
references to Mahavira and his preachings under the name
Nigamtha Nataputta ( Nirgrantha JBatrputra ), This has been
noted ncarly a century back when the Buddhist and Jaina
canonical texts were brought to light by the Pali Text Society,
London, and the Sacred Books of the East Series. When
Dr. H. Jacobi translated into English the Acaradga, Kalpa-
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stitra, Uttaridhyayana and Satrkrtsinga (S. B, E. 22 & 45), in
‘the Introductions of these two volumes he drew the attention
of scholars to those contexts of the Pali literature in which
Nigamtha Nataputta was mentioned. Later, such contexts
were more exhaustively studied; and lately, Muni Nagargj has
collected some such 42 Pali passages, short and long, in his
Agama aura Tripitaka eka anuétlana ( Calcutta 1969 ). From
‘these it is clearly proved that both these great men (Mahzvira
and Buddha) were contemporaries, that Mahavira was the
senior of the two, and that he attained Nirvaga earlier then
Buddha. After a good deal of critical scrutiny it is proved that
the date of the Nirvipa of Mahavira is 527 B, C. .

The authorities of the Bharatiya J#idnapttha could not have
thought of a better choice than the late lamented Dr. Hiralal
Jain to compile a biography of Mahavira from the Apabhraméa
sources, With due deference to other scholars who have
enriched Apabhrméa studies, it can be said without exaggera-
tion that what Dr. Hiralal has done for Apabhrarhfa studies is
unique and of abiding value. If anything else matches his
services to the cause of Apabhrarhéa studies, it is his own work
on the edition of Dhavald, in Sixteen Volumes, which isa
remarkable testimony to his deep understanding of Jaina
Siddhanta, to his self-less dedication to a cause, and to his
steady and sustained labours. He brought to light a rich
‘treasure of Apabhramia literature in his account of the
Karanja Bhaupdiaras (Catalogue of Sanskrit and Prakrit Mss,
in the Central Provinces and Berar by R. B, Hiralal, Nagpur
1926). This inaugurated a fresh epoch in Apabhrarada Studies.

On the one hand, Dr, Hiralal occupied himself with the
review of discoveries in Apabhrarhda literature and acquainted
scholars with them by his coatributions to Journals in English
and Hindi ( Apabhrarmfa Literature, Allahabad University
Journal, Vol. I, pp. 157-88, Allahabad 1925. Some Recent
-Finds in Apabhrathda Literature, Nagpur University Journal,
No. 8, pp. 81:92, Nagpur 1942. Apabhraphfa Bhish aura
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Sahitya, N#garl Pracripi Patrikz, Vol 50, Nos. 3-11, pp.
100-121, Varanasi 1945).

On the other hand, he did his best for the publication of
Apabhraméa works, involving in this great undertaking
elderly scholars like the late Pt. Nathuram Premi and Dr,
P. L. Vaidya. Pugpadanta was known as an outstanding author
in Apabhrarhfa; and his works, by virtue of their language and
poetic merits, naturally deserved first attention. Dr, P, L,
Vaidya brought out an edition of the Jasaharacarin, with
Introduction etc., in 1931 : this edition set a format for most
of the Apabhraméa texts in India; Dr. Hiralal edited the
Nayakumairacariu, with an exhaustive Introduction containing
an analysis of the language etc., in 1932; and thanks to the
enterprising spirit of the late Pt, Premiji, there was published
in the Magikachadra D. J. Granthamila, the mounumental
edition of the Mahzapuragu, so ably edited by Dr. P. L. Vaidya,
in three volumes, Bombay 1937-41.

Despite various preoccupations in his long career,now then, ~
as a Teacher, Editor of the Dhavali, Warden of the Hostel,
Principal of a College, Director of an Institute, Research Guide,
a Professor with manifold duties of the University and General
Editor of some Granthamialas, Dr. Hiralal maintained his
perenniel interest in Apabhram$a to the last. He editeda
number of Apabhrarha works for the first time; and he has to
his credit the following editions, with critical Introductions
and usually with a detailed Summary or translation in Hindi :
1) Savayadhammadoha, with Hindi Trans,, Karanja 1932;
2) Nayakumiracariu, with Intro. etc., Karanja 1932, improved
2nd ed. with full Hindi Translation, JAznpftha Prakadana,
Varanasi 1972; 3) Pahudadoha with Hindi Translation,
Karanja 1933; 4) Karakandacariu, with Intro. and Translation
in English, Karanja 1932, Revised 2nd ed. with the addition of
Hindi Translation, Jnanapitha Prakadana 1964; 5) Mayaga-
parijayacariu, with Hindi. Trans. Jfisnapitha Prakasana,
Varanasi 1962; 6) Sugandhadadami-kathi, as above, Varanasi
1966; 7) Kahakosu of Sricandra, with detailed analysis in
Hindi, Prakrit Text Society, Varanasi 1969; 8) Sudarhsapa-
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cariu of Nayanandi, with translation in Hindf, Vaishali 1970,
9) Jasaharacariu, Revised ed. with Hindi translation etc,
Jhanapitha Prakasana, Varanasi 1972. 19) Virsjigimdacariu
is being presented here.

It was at my request that he edited the Kahakosu from a
single Ms. and thus saved it from oblivion. In spite of
indifferent health, he completed, so kindly yielding to my
pressure, the edition of the Jasaharacarin along with the Hindi
translation to the great satisfaction of its first editor, Dr. P, L,
Vaidya.

The way in which this Virajigimdacariu is compiled shows
Dr. Hiralal’s mature grasp of Apabhraméa literature. He had
a plan toadd some Notes at the end, but they were not
received by the Press. Possibly his health did not permit him
to write them out. His Introduction in Hindi is a piece of solid
research, He lived in Vaishali for five years as the First-Director
of the Vaishali Institute; and he had manv occasions to move
about in the area once sanctified by the presence of Lord
Mahavira. I remember, with what enthusiasm, he showed me,
some years back, the ahalya picce of land and the Memorial of
Mahavira. Itis with a first-hand knowledge of the area that
he has presented various discussions and some of his conclu-
sions. They deserve our highest consideration, because they
are set forth with necessary evidence, and above all with the
modesty of a mature scholar. I have no doubt that his
researches will pave the way for a correct understanding of
Lord Mahivira and of the times when he lived,

Both Dr. Hiralal and myself were working as General
Editors of the Martidevl Granthamiala for a number of years.
I had in him a cooperative colleague and a genial friend :a
veritable Kalyapamitra. Besides, it was my privilege to work
with him on a number of literary projects. It is, at his sugges-
tion, that I have substantially incorporated his Hindi Intro-
duction in this General Editorial. I am sorry, he was not
spared to go through my General Editorial, as he generally
did and made suggestions. In the Hindi Introduction I have

[%]
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added only a couple of paragraphs in the Sections of Biogra-
phies of Mah#vira in Sanskrit and Kannada.

We are grateful to the authorities of the Bharatiya
Jnanapitha, especially to its enlightened President Smt,
Ramadevi Jain and to its benign Patron, Shriman Sahu Shanti
Prasadaji for arranging the publication of this work to mark
the 2500th Nirvapa Festival in honour of Lord Mahiavira, Our
thanks are due to Shri Lakshmichandra Jaina who is enthu-
siastically implementing the scheme of publications under-

taken by the Jfianapitha.

Manasa Gangotri
Mysore-6 A. N. Upadhye

October 2, 1973
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